
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                 Enquiries  : Mr Ivor Hoff 
                                                                                                                                                                                 Cellphone : 083 306 2641 

Mr Barry Hendriks 
Acting President 
South African Sport Confederation and Olympic Council 
Olympic House 
P.O. Box 1355 Houghton 
2041 
 
Dear Acting President 
 
REQUEST TO ALL SPORT FEDERATIONS TO PROVIDE FACILITIES FOR COVID-19 PURPOSES 
 
On 15 March 2020 President Cyril Ramaphosa declared a national state of disaster in terms of 
the Disaster Management Act to enable the nation to have an integrated and coordinated 
disaster management mechanism that should focus on preventing and reducing the outbreak of 
the Coronavirus. 
 
In his address the President announced a number of urgent and drastic measures that must 
ensure that South Africa fights this global pandemic to reduce the numbers of infections among 
the populace.  
 
Subsequently on 23 March 2020 the President announced a 21-day nation-wide lockdown 
which came into effect in the midnight of 26 March 2020 as a response to the rapid rise in the 
number of people infected with the virus and also outlined measures to mitigate the social and 
economic impact of COVD-19. These measures, inter alia, are to assist in the flattening of the 
curve. 
 
As Gauteng has become the epicentre of the COVID-19 outbreak, it has also become imperative 
that the province must be in the forefront of curbing and containing the spread of this 
pandemic as well as mitigating its impact on the poor. 
 
Given that Gauteng is also the most densely populated province in the country with high 
density human settlements, the social distancing measure is adversely compromised. This, on 
its own, is likely to contribute immensely to the rapid spread of the virus should there be 
persons infected with the virus in these kinds of environments.  
 
Furthermore matters related to self-isolation and quarantining will be affected as many people 
sit and sleep in small rooms and shacks. Separate and extra spaces cannot be acquired in such 
environments. 
 



As this is not a matter of the Department of Health and government alone, it is on this basis 
that the Gauteng Provincial Government (GPG) through the Gauteng Department of Sport, Arts, 
Culture and Recreation is requesting the South African Sport Confederation and Olympic 
Council to mobilise the Sport Federations to avail their facilities for isolation, quarantining and 
storage of resources and equipment necessary for curbing and containing the spread of the 
virus. 
 
Once the offer has been made, the GPG will send a team to inspect the facility and negotiate 
the terms and conditions for its usage. 
 
Regards 
 
 
Vuyani Mpofu (Mr) 
Acting Head of Department 
Date: 28 March 2020 
 
 
 
 

 


